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The Changing Landscape of Silica Litigation



Silica Exposure Risks

• Natural vs. Engineered Stone

• Inhalation of silica dust linked to serious health issues

Health Conditions

• Silicosis: chronic lung disease causing inflammation and scarring

• Lung cancer and other respiratory diseases

Regulatory Framework

• California regulations mandate safety measures and protective 

equipment

• Employer and manufacturer responsibilities for preventing 

exposure

Litigation Context

• Lawsuits filed by workers claiming negligence or design defect

• JCCP Consolidation Order
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Silica Claim Trends with Projections



OSHA’s Respirable Crystalline Silica Standard:

29 CFR 1926.1153 – Respirable Crystalline Silica Standard for Construction

29 CFR 1910.1053 – Respirable Crystalline Silica Standard for General Industry &

Maritime

Requirements of Both:

PEL – 50 µg/m3 (8-hour TWA).

AL – 25 µg/m³ (8-hour TWA) triggers exposure assessment and other 

requirements.



Cal OSHA’s Respirable Crystalline Silica Standard:

California has adopted the federal OSHA silica standards verbatim, but enforces 

them under the California Code of Regulations:

Title 8 CCR §1532.3 – Respirable Crystalline Silica (Construction)

Title 8 CCR §5204 – Respirable Crystalline Silica (General Industry)

PEL and AL same as Federal OSHA



Engineered Stone vs. Natural Stone

Product Stewardship

Requirements of OSHA HazComm

Standards

• Safety Data Sheets

• Labeling



Employee or Independent Contractor?

Multi-Employer Sites

NIOSH Hierarchy of Controls

• Personal Protective Equipment

• Engineering Controls

• Administrative Controls



Status of JCCP Consolidation



Consolidation Order - July 18, 2025

Writs of Mandate filed and denied in 

Gonzales-Quiroz and Gonzales Morin 

Case Management Order

Joint Discovery



Questions
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